
APOSTLE PAUL HAD A METHOD OF TEACHING 

 

Paul wrote several DIFFERENT KINDS of letters. 

 He wrote some very personal letters to special friends:  timothy, titus, philemon. 

  But most of Paul’s letters were to groups of people. 

 

 =======================  

Paul was a good teacher and his letters were intended to teach.  Good teachers have methods of how to 
teach.   They have a goal they want to accomplish. 

 

The apostle Paul had a goal for each letter,  he had a purpose.   

Today I’d like to talk about five letters than have a similar outline. And a similar PURPOSE.  they show 
one of Paul’s favorite methods of teaching.  The five letters are First Thess, Gal,  eph,  Romans  and 
Hebrews.   

  

Lets start with Galatians:    this letter nicely divides into 3 
sections. 
1st section talks about the problems 

2nd section talks about the Christian teachings that Paul wants them to remember 

3rd section talks about WHAT THEY ARE TO DO.   How they are to live now that they are Christians.  How 
they are to become better followers of Jesus.    Or as the man asked Jesus, “How can I obtain eternal 
life?” 

 

So the letter generally speaking has 3 sections: 

First the PROBLEMS 

Second the TEACHINGS 

Third, WHAT THEY ARE TO DO.     

 

What is interesting is that Paul repeats these same 3 steps in all 5 of these books.  Problems, teaching 
and what they are to do.   Sometimes he somewhat combines section 1 and 2.    He combines the 
problems and the teachings, but he always ends with:   #3:  WHAT THEY ARE TO DO. 



 

===============  

So in the letter to the Galatians, chapter one and two talk about the PROBLEM.   The problem was after 
Paul had spent time with them and taught them  

the idea of Jesus sacrifice and  

the idea that Jesus sacrifice provided the only possible solution and  

that it was all a gift,  

that it was by GRACE and not by works, …..   

after paul had taught them all those things some Jewish teaches came into Galatia and started to teach 
them otherwise.  They started to destroy everything Paul had taught.  We know how upset Paul was. 

 

I am amazed that YOU HAVE SO QUICKLY TRANSFERRED your allegiance from him 
who called you in (the grace of) Christ TO ANOTHER "GOSPEL"! 

 

YET BECAUSE OF FALSE BROTHERS SECRETLY BROUGHT IN 

 

Then, in the second section of the letter  Paul REVIEWs important TEACHINGS.      

Teachings like in chpater 

2.16    person is not justified by works of the law but through faith 

2.21  if righteousness were through the law, then Christ died for no purpose.  

3.2      Did you receive the Spirit by works of the law or by hearing with faith? 

3.6      Abraham “believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness” 

 

 =================  

After reviewing a large number of Christian teachings Paul then goes into section #3.   WHAT THEY ARE 
TO DO  

 

Starting in Gal 5: 19     He starts to list behaviors that are NOT TO BE in the Christian life.   And other 
behaviors that are to be the MAJOR PART of the Christian life. 

 



Some of the undesirable behaviors mentioned are 

SELFISHNESS, BAD TEMPER,   BEING COMPETITIVE 

  

Behaviors that are to be promoted are things like  

FORGIVENESS, SHARING BURDENS, AFFECTION FOR OTHERS. 

 

When I read this area I came up with almost 25 different behaviors mentioned by Paul, some good , 
some bad. 
  

=====================  

Let’s summarize Galatians. 

Problem : Jews trying to destroy Paul’s preaching and gospel of GRACE 

Teachings:  Abraham had relationship with God because of his faith, not his works 

To Do:    25 items, love, patience, etc 

===========================  

Keep that structure in your memory and let’s look at the letter to the Romans  

The problem in this case was quite similar to that of the Galatians.   

It was a problem :  jews wanting to follow the law. 

It was a problem Jews thinking …  righteousness could be attained via following the Law. 

 

So next Paul goes into a number of Teachings:    Righteousness is based on FAITH, BELIEF. 

I have come to the conclusion that a true Jew is not the man who is merely a Jew 
outwardly, and a real circumcision is not just a matter of the body. The true Jew is 
one who belongs to God in heart, 

 

Paul takes chapters 1 through 11 to discuss those points.  

 

Then he goes to Section three:  WHAT ARE YOU TO DO 

Romans 12 1    THEREFORE,  because of the problems and teachings Paul gives a list of what to do. 



Verse 2     transform yourself.   Change yourself.                Same thing he said to the Galatains…. Make 
yourself a new creature. 

 

WHAT ARE YOU TO DO……….. 

Starting in Romans chapter 12 and going to the end of the letter, Paul lists behaviors necessary to be a 
true Christian. 

Humility, empathy, love, praying, patience..   At the end of this letter Paul lists something like 20 to 25 
behaviors. 

That’s how he ends this letter.  It’s the same technique:    

First Problems, then teachings,  and then he ends with “ what to do with your life”. 

================================  

Now let’s look at first Thess. And we will see if we can find the 

three sections. 

 

Is there a problem?  Yes,  

Their first problem was that they were being greatly persecuted for being 
Christians.  1 thess 1.6 

  

And a second problem discussed in    1 thess 4.13, 14  had to do with the 
resurrection.     they thought only those who were living when Jesus returned would 
have a part in the kingdom.  The ones who previously died would be left out. 

 

Paul next includes teachings on both of these problems. 

First Teachings: on persecution…. You were examples to all believers.   1 thes   1.7     

Next Teachings on the resurrection….  1 th   4.16   the dead in Christ shall arise 
first. 

 

Then he moves to what we are calling section 3:   how they are to live. 

Thess 4:1  1-2 To sum up, my brothers, we beg     (and pray you by the Lord 
Jesus),     that you continue to learn more and more of the life that pleases God,      

 



From that verse to the end of the letter, Paul discusses and lists how we are to live 
and how we are to change our lives> 

• Comfort and Console each other 

•  Eldership needs to be respected 

• Evil appearances must be avoided 

• Be thankful 

• quench not the spirit 

•  pray,  

• prove all things,        

 

Paul lists at least 15 required behaviors. 

===================================  

Next is the letter titled to the Ephesians 

Paul discusses the problems and teachings in chapters 1 2 and 3.   He then says “Amen”   and the next 
verse,  chapter 4 verse 1,    he goes to what keep calling section 3,  WHAT TO DO WITH YOUR LIVES. 

When I was here in 2018, we talked specifically about this list in chapters 4 5 and 6. 

 …  There are over 30 items, behaviors, listed by Paul. 

  

 Be humble, be patient, be forgiving  

  Problems, teachings, and section 3   WHAT TO DO. 
============================  

The letter to the Hebrews 

Problems:   misunderstanding angels, the priesthood, worship at the temple.     

The problems and the teachings take up the first eleven chapters. 

 



Then what does Paul do….  You know the answer already. 

Chapters 12 and 13….WHAT TO DO. 

STUDY JESUS,  be a good WITNESS, PRAY,   BE THANKFUL 

At least 15 different required Christian behaviors  

  

====================    

 

 

 

Paul ends each of the 5 letters  WHAT ARE WE TO DO. 
  

Review those chapters 

Gal chapters 5 and 6 

Eph  chapters 4 5 6 

1 thess   4 5 

Romans  12    and   13 

Hebrews   12   and  13 

 

11 chapters that will change your life.  And that’s what we need,  we need our lives 
to be changed.    

=====================================  

gal    ****19  +  15 + 16+34+13 = 97 

we need to simplify this…. 
 
first thing to remember…. There are repeats..  many could be classified as part of 
LOVE 
this lesson is only about where these suggestions are located. 
 
Purpose is to remind you where this information is LOCATED AND HOW EASY IT IS 
TO REMEMBER THAT.  
 



My suggestion is just get these words and phrases into your brain, into your 
consciousness    that’s the first step 
Then putting them into action will become a natural response. 
 
Actually I’m recommending that you don’t  OVER THINK this.   Put these chapters 
into your brain and let your daily life express them.  It will work. 
 

  

==============================================================  

 

Paul was a great teacher and he always ends his letters with 
what he wants you to remember the most. 

 

Paul said in his letter to the Galatians:    6:15    

What counts is whether we really have been 
CHANGED INTO NEW AND DIFFERENT PEOPLE   
TLB  

 


