
Are Ye Able

But Jesus answered and said, Ye know not what ye ask. Are ye able to drink of the 
cup that I shall drink of, and to be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized 
with? They say unto him, We are able Matt 20:22



Are ye Able

Considering Matt 20:20-23

• A mother asks a question

• Our Lords instruction

• A question without knowledge

• A question in return

• A commitment without knowledge

• A prediction on the future

• Way of life, and a way of death 

chosen

But Jesus answered and said, Ye know not what ye ask. Are ye able to drink of the cup that I shall drink

of, and to be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with? They say unto him, We are able
Matt 20:22



Are ye Able

The signing of a blank contract

But Jesus answered and said, Ye know not what ye ask. Are ye able to drink of the cup that I shall drink

of, and to be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with? They say unto him, We are able
Matt 20:22

Under what conditions would you be 

willing to sign a blank contract?

• Signing a contract is very common

• Two people/groups agree to perform 

various actions.



Are ye Able

The signing of a blank contract

But Jesus answered and said, Ye know not what ye ask. Are ye able to drink of the cup that I shall drink

of, and to be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with? They say unto him, We are able
Matt 20:22

20:22 But Jesus answered and said, Ye 
know not what ye ask. Are ye able to 
drink of the cup that I shall drink of, and 
to be baptized with the baptism that I 
am baptized with? They say unto him, 
We are able. 



Are ye Able

The signing of a blank contract

But Jesus answered and said, Ye know not what ye ask. Are ye able to drink of the cup that I shall drink

of, and to be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with? They say unto him, We are able
Matt 20:22

20:23 And he saith unto them, Ye shall 
drink indeed of my cup, and be baptized 
with the baptism that I am baptized 
with: but to sit on my right hand, and 
on my left, is not mine to give, but [it 
shall be given to them] for whom it is 
prepared of my Father. 
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Are ye Able

The signing of a blank contract

But Jesus answered and said, Ye know not what ye ask. Are ye able to drink of the cup that I shall drink

of, and to be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with? They say unto him, We are able
Matt 20:22

3:16 And Jesus, when he was baptized, 
went up straightway out of the water: 
and, lo, the heavens were opened unto 
him, and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove, and lighting 
upon him: 
3:17 And lo a voice from heaven, saying, 
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased. 

4:1 Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness 
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Are ye Able

The signing of a blank contract

But Jesus answered and said, Ye know not what ye ask. Are ye able to drink of the cup that I shall drink

of, and to be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with? They say unto him, We are able
Matt 20:22

Study to shew thyself approved unto 
God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truth. 2Tim 2:15



Are ye Able

The signing of a blank contract

But Jesus answered and said, Ye know not what ye ask. Are ye able to drink of the cup that I shall drink

of, and to be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with? They say unto him, We are able
Matt 20:22

Are YE able



Are ye Able

The signing of a blank contract

But Jesus answered and said, Ye know not what ye ask. Are ye able to drink of the cup that I shall drink

of, and to be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with? They say unto him, We are able
Matt 20:22

No Cross

No Crown



Are ye Able

The signing of a blank contract

But Jesus answered and said, Ye know not what ye ask. Are ye able to drink of the cup that I shall drink

of, and to be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with? They say unto him, We are able
Matt 20:22

Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall 

give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them 
also that love his appearing.          2Tim 4:8



Are ye Able

Elements of this contract

But Jesus answered and said, Ye know not what ye ask. Are ye able to drink of the cup that I shall drink

of, and to be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with? They say unto him, We are able
Matt 20:22

And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me.

Luke 9:23



Are ye Able

Gods Part of the Contract

But Jesus answered and said, Ye know not what ye ask. Are ye able to drink of the cup that I shall drink

of, and to be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with? They say unto him, We are able
Matt 20:22

He will provide for our temporal needs.

He will provide for our spiritual needs.

He will comfort us, help us encourage us.

He will give us helps, in the form of the Scriptures.

He will give us helps in the form of Brethren Both Living and dead.



Are ye Able

Our Part

But Jesus answered and said, Ye know not what ye ask. Are ye able to drink of the cup that I shall drink

of, and to be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with? They say unto him, We are able
Matt 20:22

Love God – In word, act and deed

Have faith



Are ye Able

Our Part - Love

But Jesus answered and said, Ye know not what ye ask. Are ye able to drink of the cup that I shall drink

of, and to be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with? They say unto him, We are able
Matt 20:22

A cooling of our love toward God will mean a loss of our desire to please 
him in our own thoughts and words and doings... Various things will 
conspire to this end—

the love of money, 
the love of pleasure, 

the love of self, 
the love of earthly things in general,

all of which were consecrated, devoted, before we received the spirit of 
adoption. If our love grows cold it will determine that we are not such as 
would be worthy to associate with our Redeemer in his Kingdom glory.

R4252



Are ye Able

If you do these things…

"For if ye do these things, ye shall never fall;
for so an entrance shall be ministered unto
you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.“

2 Pet. 1:10,11. 

"For if ye do these things, ye shall never fall; for so an entrance shall be ministered unto you
abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.“ 2 Pet. 1:10,11.



Are ye Able

FAITH

Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not 
seen. Heb 11:1

"For if ye do these things, ye shall never fall; for so an entrance shall be ministered unto you
abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.“ 2 Pet. 1:10,11.

Faith is not only a groundwork, or basis, for our hopes (itself also having a groundwork in 
proven facts), but it is a real substance--a mental substance, so to speak, which stimulates 
and clarifies the mind. Faith is not a substance that we can hold in our hand or walk on with 
our feet. But it becomes a strength to our minds as we progress in the knowledge of God and 
of the things which God has to give to those who love Him above all else and who seek to 
render Him loving, devoted service. Faith becomes as real and tangible to us as any material 
substance--even more so; for the things upon which our faith lays hold are eternal.

R5717



Are ye Able

Virtue (R2155)

"For if ye do these things, ye shall never fall; for so an entrance shall be ministered unto you
abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.“ 2 Pet. 1:10,11.

(virtue) is fortitude or strength of character in righteousness. This implies the cultivation of 
the strictest integrity in our dealings, both with God and with our fellow men,--scrupulous 
honesty, justice and truth being the only standard

Psalm 
15:1 A Psalm of David. LORD, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? who shall dwell in thy holy 
hill? 
15:2 He that walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness, and speaketh the truth in his 
heart. 
15:3 [He that] backbiteth not with his tongue, nor doeth evil to his neighbour, nor taketh up a 
reproach against his neighbour. 
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Are ye Able

Knowledge (R2155)

"For if ye do these things, ye shall never fall; for so an entrance shall be ministered unto you
abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.“ 2 Pet. 1:10,11.

…the knowledge of God and of his righteous will concerning us (revealed 
through his Word, by the holy spirit). Neglect of this divinely appointed 
means of knowledge is equivalent to setting up our own imperfect standard 
of righteousness and ignoring the divine standard. It is therefore important 
that we give all diligence to the study of the divine oracles that we may be 
fortified in faith and works accordingly. 



Are ye Able

Temperance (R2155)

"For if ye do these things, ye shall never fall; for so an entrance shall be ministered unto you
abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.“ 2 Pet. 1:10,11.

self-control, is one of the most important elements of good character. He 
that ruleth his own spirit is greater than he that taketh a city, is the counsel 
of the wise man; and many a victorious general has yet to learn to conquer 
and control himself. Self-control has to do with all our sentiments, 
thoughts, tastes, appetites, labors, pleasures, sorrows and hopes. Its 
cultivation, therefore, means a high order of character-development. Self-
control, accompanied by faith, fortitude, knowledge from on high, implies 
increased zeal and activity in divine things and increased moderation in 
earthly things, in judgment, in conduct, in the regulation of temporal 
affairs, etc. "Let your moderation be known unto all men."



Are ye Able

Temperance (Manna January 26th)

"For if ye do these things, ye shall never fall; for so an entrance shall be ministered unto you
abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.“ 2 Pet. 1:10,11.

When ye fast, be not, as the hypocrites, of a sad countenance. Matthew 6:16

FASTING is specially commendable to the Lord's people at times when they 
find themselves lacking in spirituality and exposed to severe temptations from 
the world, the flesh and the devil; for by impoverishing the physical force and 
vitality, it may assist the full-blooded and impulsive to self-control in every 
direction. We believe that a majority of Christians would be helped by 
occasional fasting--a very plain diet for a season, if not total abstinence. But 
fastings, to be seen and known of men or to be conjured up in our own minds 
as marks of piety on our part, would be injurious indeed, and lead to spiritual 
pride and hypocrisy, which would far outweigh their advantages to us in the 
way of self-restraint. Z.'98-45R2260:5
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Are ye Able

Patience (R2155)

"For if ye do these things, ye shall never fall; for so an entrance shall be ministered unto you
abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.“ 2 Pet. 1:10,11.

God is operating all things according to his own will along the lines of
the fixed principles of his wise and righteous laws--physical, moral and
intellectual. To be impatient in any case is foolishly to insist upon having
the unripe, hasty, sour, bitter fruitage, which, if the Lord grant it, will
prove a sickening penalty for the impatience that demanded it. "Let
patience have her perfect work," wait God's time: "Rest in the Lord, and
wait patiently for him." Wait the Lord's time and way and the indications
of his will in every case, both with regard to ourselves and others and
"they that put their trust in him shall never be confounded.



Are ye Able

Godliness (R2155)

"For if ye do these things, ye shall never fall; for so an entrance shall be ministered unto you
abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.“ 2 Pet. 1:10,11.

Piety, godliness, springs spontaneously from appreciative and grateful
hearts, whose delight is in the law of the Lord, in meditation upon his
precepts and promises, and in secret communion with God in prayer and
praise. Loving, cheerful activity must result from such an inner life; for
out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh, and the whole
being is quickened to new life. Only those who have a living faith in God,
and who are fortifying their characters against evil and growing in
knowledge and self-control and patience are prepared to appreciate the
grandeur of the divine character; and only such are really energized by a
desire for God-likeness.



Are ye Able

Brotherly Kindness (R2155)

"For if ye do these things, ye shall never fall; for so an entrance shall be ministered unto you
abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.“ 2 Pet. 1:10,11.

As God-like-ness presupposes the other graces mentioned, so its
development implies an appreciation of divine justice and beneficence,
and will broaden and deepen our sentiments toward all the well-
disposed, however imperfect, and especially will it enlarge our hearts to
all who are of the household of faith--"the brethren."



Are ye Able

Charity (Love)(R2155)

"For if ye do these things, ye shall never fall; for so an entrance shall be ministered unto you
abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.“ 2 Pet. 1:10,11.

…the bond of perfectness which unites all the other graces, and as a
name stands for them all.

Love to God alone is not the full manifestation of this grace; nor can
there be, according to the teachings of God's Word, a sincere love for
God, without a corresponding love to man: "If a man say, I love God,"
says the Apostle John, "and hateth his brother, he is a liar, for he that
loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom
he hath not seen?" (1 John 4:20.) And Jesus said, "By this shall all men
know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another."--John
13:35.



Are ye Able

Are We Able?

"For if ye do these things, ye shall never fall; for so an entrance shall be ministered unto you
abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.“ 2 Pet. 1:10,11.

YES,

Are we willing?



Are Ye Able

Are Able – YES YOU ARE!!!!

Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom – Luke 12:32



Our God Whom We Serve

Summary

1. Thoughts of God before the plan

2. Willingness to suffer/sacrifice

3. A loving/gentle character

4. Humility in action

5. Love shown through justice

6. Our Leader for the future.

O LORD our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth!
Psalm 8:1 


