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Thank you for inviting me to share some thoughts with you this morning.     
We remember with great pleasure our visits to  Ludwigshafen.     We bring 
you   Christian greetings from our small congregation in Seattle Washington.

[picture]

THE SUPPORTING STORYLINES IN THE GOSPEL OF JOHN

I recently have talked about a similar subject from the Gospel of John.  
Today is a different approach.  Just to keep the record straight, this is 
discourse #2 in my current  obsession, my passion, my respect for the 
Gospel of John.

Our goal for this lesson is to become better acquainted with teachings in the 
Gospel of John and more consistently apply them in our daily Christian walk.
After we learn the lessons we have to remember them and then apply them 
in as many circumstances as possible.   Learn, remember, apply. 

================== 

In almost every book, movie, stage play or opera there is something called a
storyline. It is a pathway, a series of steps, through which the author guides 
you.   

You learn something in every step and eventually, at the end, you have the 
complete story.

The gospel of John is such a story.  Like a lot of writings and books, it has a 
main storyline.  The main storyline is the most important part.  It’s the 
reason the author created this writing.  But along with the main story there 
are also smaller stories that add to the picture and add to our understanding
and knowledge.

In the gospel of John the main storyline is about Jesus and his mission.  As I
just mentioned, my previous discourse on John’s Gospel was focusing on 
Jesus but today we will look at the supporting, the smaller storylines that 
enhance our understanding, enjoyment and appreciation.



Approximately 85% of this Gospel are the lessons Jesus taught or actions 
Jesus did.      

Let’s start with a quick review the main steps of the Jesus storyline.  

There are 21 chapters in the book of John.  Chapter… 
1   Jesus is announced and begins his  ministry
2   the wedding at Cana and the cleansing of the temple
3   the meeting with Nicodemus
4   at the well with the woman of Samaria and healing the offical’s son
5   the crippled man healed on the Sabbath
6   Feeding the 5000
7   the Festival of Booths
8   teaching at the Temple
9   the blind man healed
10  Festival of Dedication
11  Raising of Lazarus
12  triumphal entry and Mary’s anointing

And now a major switch to the events of the Last Supper
13  Feet washing and the New Commandment
14  I am the way, holy spirit promised
15  True vine
16  Farewell
17  Prayer
18  In the garden, arrest by the Jews, Pilate
19  Crucifixion
20  Resurrection
21  Appearances

That’s the main storyline but there are SUPPORTING storylines.
Here are a few very short supporting storylines.

The first subject is: Philip.  Philip is only mentioned in 4 chapters.
At the end of chapter 1, John records Jesus collecting his first disciples.  You 
will notice that most of the early conversions happened when one person 



told another about Jesus.  John the Baptist told Andrew and John, Andrew 
told Peter, John told James,  

But with Philip it was different.  In verse 43,   it says,  The day following 
Jesus would go forth into Galilee, and finds Philip, and says to him, Follow 
me.

I don’t make any deep significance to this but it is interesting.  I think the 
same process is alive today.  Most of us hear the Gospel from a friend or 
relative.  But once in a while, someone seems to be called without any 
human intervention.  Jesus finds them and says, Follow me.

The next step in Philip’s story is in chapter 6.  Philip is involved in the 
miracle of feeding the 5000.

In chapter 12, it is Philip who brings the Greeks to visit Jesus.

And finally in chapter 14  there is an incident that I think Philip wished had 
not happened.    

It is part of the human experience that we each have said something that 
later we wished we had not said.  I remember things I said 50 years ago and
I still have a feeling of regret.    I think this happened to Philip.

John_14:8  Philip says to Jesus, _____ Lord, show us the Father,

You remember what Jesus said.  Jesus was emphasizing how much he and 
the Father were alike.  They were almost identical.  If you saw what Jesus 
was like. You could figure out what Jesus’ Father was like.  That was 
basically Jesus response.

It was a bold statement by Jesus as to how similar he was to his Father.  
We’re glad Philip asked the question and we appreciate the confirmation of 
the close bond between Jesus and his Father.

So we don’t say, oh Philip did a terrible thing.  We actually appreciate the 
whole story. 



Another short storyline in the Gospel is the story of Judas.  This is not a 
happy story. 

In the 6th chapter, which is early in John’s Gospel,  John starts the storyline 
about Judas.
Joh_6:71  He spake of Judas Iscariot the son of Simon: for he it was that 
should betray him, being one of the twelve.

Then in chapter 12
Joh_12:4   
But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot (the man who was going to betray 
Jesus), burst out, "Why on earth wasn't this perfume sold? It's worth thirty 
pounds, which could have been given to the poor!" 

Joh 12:6  6 He said this, not because he cared about the poor, but because 
he was dishonest, and when he was in charge of the purse used to help 
himself to the contents.

And in chapter 13

Joh_13:2  And supper being ended, the devil having now put into the heart 
of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him; 

And finally in chapter 18     in the garden of gethsemane  
Joh_18:3  Judas then, having received a band of men and officers from the 
chief priests and Pharisees, cometh thither with lanterns and torches and 
weapons. 
Sad story.  Serious lessons from betrayal.  We just can’t understand how 
Judas could have done this after all the time he spent with Jesus.  For us the
lesson is how important are the qualities of loyalty, faith and belief.  And 
perhaps how strong are the temptations of power and financial gain.

Another short storyline in the Gospel is about the Pharisees. Some scholars 
have said that by the time John was writing his account the Pharisees had 
become very powerful.  So in John’s gospel there is no mention of the 
Sadducees but frequent mention of the powerful Pharisees.  In 8 different 
chapters the Pharisees are mentioned.
( 1 4 7 8 9 11 12 18)   another series of serious lessons of what not to do.  
Lessons again about the desire for power and control, blindness to miracles 
happening in front of your faces, incidents of discrimination, greed, jealousy.



One more SHORT storyline.  This one is important and I think has a very 
good ending.

Joh 3:1  There was a man of the Pharisees, named NICODEMUS, a ruler of 
the Jews: 

This starts in chapter 3…   and it is not just a brief mention, but a large part 
of the chapter records this discussion. 

 
You remember this story.  Jesus here introduces the idea that the Father’s 
spirit is going to work inside, in the minds, of the followers of Jesus.  And 
Jesus uses the illustration of a human birth.  This discussion connects to 
another storyline at the end of our discourse today so at this moment we will
not discuss this in detail.  We will return in a few minutes when it fits in with 
another story.

Let me just mention briefly the next steps in the Nicodemus story.

In chapter 7
Nicodemus does a very bold and risky thing.  He tries to defend Jesus in the 
midst of one of the Pharisees meetings.  Some of the Pharisees were sincere
but the leaders were largely a band of thieves and murderers under the 
cloak of religion.  Nicodemus risked his life in confronting them.

And then near the end of the Gospel in chapter 19 it was Nicodemus and 
Joseph of Arimathaea who accomplished the burial of our Lord’s body after the
crucifixion.  That was once in a lifetime service that these two admirers of 
Jesus again at great risk performed in honor of Jesus.  It was a sad task but 
they did it out of great love.

We see a sweet lesson here of service.  But we wonder if it would have been 
better if they had not been so  secretive about their  admiration for Jesus.  
Were they too concerned about their positions and the praise of men?

We will come back to Nicodemus later.   
 

==============================



Those were all very short storylines and the next one is much  more significant.  

As I said approximately 85% of the book of John is about JESUS.  Now we come to 

the second largest topic in the book.   The next biggest portion of the writing is 

about the heavenly FATHER. 

John thinks the story of the Father is important.  There are 21 chapters in 
the gospel of John and 18 out of the 21 say something about the Father.  

No one talks more about the Father than is recorded in this Gospel.  Just for 
comparison,  the gospel of Mark mentions the Father 5 times, Luke 21 
times, Matthew 38 times and John 123 times. Nowhere else can we get such
a complete picture of the Father as in the Gospel of John.
 
It’s jumping ahead a little, but remember this is not just about Jesus’ father.
He is also our Father.  Like human children and their fathers, we want to 
know everything we can about our Father.

Because there are so many references to the Father, you can get lost in the 
details.  And although there are lessons in every detail, we first want to 
understand the big ideas.  So for starters, I will try to summarize these 
many descriptions and  statements about the Father.  I will try to give some 
sense of priority.

There would be many ways of doing this and this is only my suggestion for 
today’s lesson.     

I see 3 major categories that I will suggest about the Father.  I will tell you 
the categories first and then we will go back and add quotations from John.

1st  suggested category is   HARMONY and LOVE

There is much teaching in this Gospel about The harmony between 
Jesus and his Father.  They are One in mind, one intellect. they have the 
same values.. they have the same emotions, compassion and love. They 
have the same righteousness.   They___ are___ like___ ONE.  

They do have their own thoughts and are individually creative but to adapt a
common expression, they are “cut from the same spiritual cloth”.  



That harmony results in a mutual love.   they will always work together.  
there will always be the bond of love between them.   HARMONY and LOVE

SECOND category
at the same time that HARMONY exists, the father has a PRIORITY.  He is 
the father.  Jesus is the son.  Jesus will only do what the father desires.  
There is great respect between them.

NUMBER 3   we are told that the father is opening, by invitation and 
qualification, MEMBERSHIP into his family.  He is increasing the size of his 
family.  He is willing to add sons and daughters to his family. He is willing to 
share his nature of immortality with others.

Now let’s repeat the three categories and add some quotations.

HARMONY.AND LOVE
Joh  n  _10:30    I and my Father are one.
Joh  n  _14:  10       "…. I am in the Father and the Father is in me
John_14:21   … and every man who really loves me will himself be loved by 
my Father, and I too will love him and make myself known to him." 

John 3:35  The Father loves the son.   [ FatherG3962 lovethG25 theG3588 Son ]
John_5:20  For the Father loves the Son  [FatherG3962 lovethG5368]

You noticed that the last two quotes were clearly about love.  I know you 
already know a lot about the Greek words for love and that the two most 
used Greek words for love in the New Testament are agape and phileo.   

Agape has an intellectual aspect to it.  It’s a love that is thought out and 
carefully considered.   Phileo is a more emotional love.  It’s not thought out.
it happens.  we would translate phileo correctly as friendship.  Phileo is also
the Greek word for kiss.  

In these statements that we quoted about the Father’s love for Jesus, can 
you take a guess which Greek word is used?   Is it agape, or is it phileo?

The Father loves the son.   Take a guess.



Well, you are correct.   Chapter 3 agape, the Father agape the son.   
Chapter 5 phileo, the Father phileo the son.   That’s perfect harmony.    It is 
Agape AND phileo.

Number two  THE PRIORITY OF THE FATHER
John_5:30    Jesus says, I seek (not mine own will, but) the will of the 
Father  
 
6. 38    For I have come down from Heaven, not to do what I want, but to 
do the will of him who sent me.

John_14:24… what you are hearing from me now is not really my saying, 
but comes from the Father who sent me. 

Number three - 
THE INCLUSION INTO THE FAMILY OF THE FATHER.

Joh  n  _1:12    But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become
the sons of God 

Joh  n  _5:26     
For just as the Father has life in himself, so by the Father's gift, the Son also
has life in himself.  

Joh_14: …. 20    When that day comes, you will realise that I am in my 
Father, that you are in me, and I am in you. 

This is what we call the opportunity of the high calling.  And we must quote 
from John’s other writing, his epistle, 
1 John_3:1  Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us,
that we should be called the sons of God:  

We have the opportunity of being made sons and daughters of God, part of 
his family.



To me the biggest idea in this storyline about the Father is this great 
privilege or potential of becoming part of his personal family.  My favorite is 
the quotation from   Joh  n  _1:12   

“ But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons 
of God.” 

Believe totally in  Jesus and you have the opportunity to be part of God’s 
family.
The three categories we have suggested are supported with many more 
quotes from John.  They ALL add to our understanding.  What we have 
summarized is just a BEGINNING of the teachings in John about the Father.

This truly something to study more.
 ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Our last storyline  is about something called ____ ‘SPIRIT’.   

This word spirit is describing something that is NOT physical. 

Because it is an unseen thing, an unseen idea, unseen concept,… honestly, 
we struggle defining it.  It’s much easier to describe physical things.   

So throughout history, the human race has had to invent words to describe 
something that was not physical.  For a long time the best they could do 
with a non-physical item was to say it was “air”.   “Air”.     They could only 
see and feel its effects.  

A person could have an “air” of strength,   an air of grief, an “air” of 
happiness.  The Greek word for air was pneuma.  Hebrew was ruach.   They 
called it Wind,  breath. Later another word was invented… “spirit”.    

the IDEA of Spirit was at least as old as the book of Genesis.     in Genesis 

41  the phrase “SPIRIT OF GOD” is used as if it could fill a man’s being.   

It’s in the story of Pharaoh and his dreams.  When Pharaoh heard the 

dreams explained he knew that he needed a very special individual to 

manage this approaching national crisis.  



Immediately, he thought, ____who can we get to manage this crisis.

Gen 41:38  And Pharaoh said to his servants, “Can we find a man like this, 
in whom is the Spirit of God?”

Pharaoh knew he needed someone who had the thinking like God.  So 
Pharaoh was looking for somebody who had the “spirit of God”.

The lesson for us is we need that said of us. We need to live so that people 
can look at us and say,   “There’s a man, there’s a woman, in whom the 
spirit of God is.”

Many years after Pharaoh and Joseph, John, in his Gospel, puts in a storyline
about SPIRIT.  He tells the story of this invisible force.   Just like Pharaoh, 
John tells us about humans having “the spirit of God”.  But this spirit works 
differently in the New Testament.

The first step in our SPIRIT storyline is in chapter one of John’s gospel.

John the Baptizer has been chosen to be the official announcer that the 
Messiah has arrived and is now present in Israel.  John the baptizer was told
by God that he could be certain as to who was this Messiah by a sign of the 
holy spirit descending upon this special person at the moment when John 
was baptizing him.  

John the Baptiser was baptizing hundreds of people, so it was very important
that he have a clear and distinct sign as to which person was truly Messiah.

John records that John the baptizer tells this story and says that the sign 
came, just like a dove floating down above Jesus and clearly indicating that 
Jesus was Messiah.

John the baptizer adds this distinction between himself and Messiah.  John 
1:26   "I  baptise - with water.  but,     Verse 33 He will  baptize with the 
holy spirit.  



In this first chapter John adds more description to this idea of being baptized
with the holy spirit.   john 1.13  He adds the idea of a BIRTH.  These who 
are given the power to become sons of God will have a BIRTH.

He makes it so clear.  He says this birth is NOT dependent upon the course 
of nature or on any impulse of man, BUT___ by___ God.

They will have a God caused birth.

Where did John come up with this idea about a BIRTH?  I think he got the 
idea from that short storyline about Nicodemus.  Back in Chapter 3

Nicodemus was a very nice man.  He comes to visit Jesus with some 
questions.  He diplomatically compliments Jesus.  “you are a teacher who 
has come from God.”  “…no one could show the   miracles  that you show 
unless God were with him." 

Jesus appreciates that the visitor acknowledges he is from God but he 
immediately wants to take this man named Nicodemus to the next step 
higher.   

Jesus says, what is really needed to understand my ministry is that  you 
must go thru a dramatic personal change.  It’s such a big change that it’s 
like being “transformed into a whole new person” to understand God’s plan.

As smart and as educated as you are, Nicodemus, you’re not going to 
understand my ministry if you continue thinking like you think now.  You 
need to think at the next level up.  

Get out of this physical, material way of looking at everything and get a 
spiritual view of all things.  It’s such a big change, Nicodemus, it’s like being 
born all over again. 



Well, you know the story,  poor Nicodemus is very confused by this 
expression “born again” .  He is material thinking so he can only see a 
physical event.  He fails to see the spiritual analogy.       That’s no surprise 
because it says in John_3:6    That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and 
that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.  

chapter 4, at the well, the woman of samaria has a completely different 
reaction.      Jesus tells her that the accepted worship is in SPIRIT.  Jesus 
said he is the water of life that sustains the spirit life.   And she gets the 
point immediately.  She says, Give me that water.

Nicodemus could have said, “show me how I can get this new life”.  But he 
couldn’t yet see the vision of the spirit life.

Chapter 6   vs 63   It is the Spirit which gives life.  

Chapter 7 John makes an explanation: verse 39

“(Jesus) was speaking about the Spirit which those who believe in him would
receive.”   Simply put.   Believe in Jesus, you get the spirit.   

 

In chapter 14, it is  the evening of the last supper.  Jesus tells us a lot about
the spirit.  My favorite verse is 26.  
 ”(it) will be your TEACHER …. ”

In this chapter Jesus describes  this spirit with a special Greek word,   par 
ak’ lay tos.    (G3875   )    According to John, Jesus uses the word 4 times.  
And John repeats the word in his First Epistle of John, 2:1.

The basic meaning of this Greek word is “one who is called in to help”.     It 
was a frequently used word in ancient times and it came to be used in two 
specific situations.  And they both fit nicely in a spiritual sense.

First: it was used in time of war.  The soldiers were about to go into battle.  
Before the battle this person called the “par ak’ lay tos”    gives them a 



speech.  This person who gave the speech was usually their captain.  He 
would give a rousing speech.  An uplifting speech.  And when the   “par ak’ 
lay tos” is finished, the soldiers go into battle with confidence.  The better 
the speech, the more confidence they have.     If they are overcomers, the 
“par ak’ lay tos” did a good job.   The Greeks used this concept not only in 
military battles but even more often before  a sporting event. To this day a 
team coach will give this same kind of speech.  This is first category of usage
for the word “par ak’ lay tos”.  You can already see the spiritual application.  

Our  “par ak’ lay tos”  is going to give us an encouraging speech.  A pep talk.
And we will head into battle with confidence.

The second situation in which the Greeks used this word had to do with 
going to court because you did something wrong.  You were summoned 
before a judge.  You were in trouble.  What you needed was “one who is 
called in to help”.     a    “par ak’ lay tos”.    In English the word  “advocate” 
is not a bad translation, but it’s not quite complete.      

You may wonder where I got my information on this.  I had a good source.  
I got my information on this when I was quite young from an old brother 
who was born in Greece and knew the language.  It was Br. Stamulus.  We 
were studying this subject  in the NY class.   He said to me one day.  I want 
to tell you more exactly what this word means. 

A real   “par ak’ lay tos”  does go with you before the judge and defends 
you.  But the difference in the definition is that in the fullest sense of the 
word, a   “par ak’ lay tos”  IS ALREADY  A GOOD FRIEND of the judge.  In 
our court system this is called a “conflict of interests”  and probably would 
not be allowed.  

But in the old days, it was OK.   The   “par ak’ lay tos” ALREADY KNOWS THE
JUDGE.  They are friends.  You have nothing to worry about.  No matter how
bad you hae behaved.   Not only does he present your defense eloquently 
but the judge sitting up there is one of his best friends.

That makes the spiritual use of this word so much better.  Jesus was a “par 
ak’ lay tos”   “one who is called in to help”.        for his disciples.   And as he 
was about to depart from them he said ANOTHER  “par ak’ lay tos”  would 
be sent in his place.  That was the Father’s spirit that would be sent.   The 
spirit that we have helping us is our “par ak’ lay tos”.  



It takes all the fear out of going before the judge.   Case dismissed. 
 
So we too have both parts of the “par ak’ lay tos”. We have the great 
encouragement from all the word and actions of our Lord and we have the 
help and forgiveness  with all our shortcomings.    

Jesus said in John_14:26  But the “par ak’ lay tos , the Holy Spirit, whom 
the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things 

This is the storyline of the SPIRIT.  It is the Father’s spirit.

this “storyline” of the SPIRIT is our spiritual “life line”.  There is nothing in 
our lives that is more important than having the Father’s holy spirit.  We are 
taught by Jesus to ask for more of it.  
Luk 11:13  If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to 
those who ask him!”   Without this we have no spiritual connection.   

==================== 
  
IN closing, let us summarize with 4 points. 

#1   The most important storyline in the Gospel of John is the story of Jesus.

#2.  The two most important supporting storylines have to do with the 
heavenly Father and the Father’s spirit

3      is our APPRECIATION.      Perhaps the biggest idea in this lesson is that
we should have great APPRECIATION for the opportunity to be in the family 
of God.  Grateful for the calling to be  “sons of God”.

4     one of the most important applications we can make is that our 
behavior shows that we have God’s spirit.    

I hope this discussion makes you a bit more familiar and more comfortable 
with the gospel of John.    Keep the stories about Jesus especially active in 
your mind.  Think about all he said about his Father.    And don’t forget, you 
have the same Father.    



I hope the next time we see each other we can talk more about John and his
gospel.  I hope it will be soon and we would love to visit Ludwigshafen again 
but we must leave that in the Father’s hands.  

Auf Wiedersehen.  Gott mit dir.  Danke schön.


