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Being ready (Matthew 25:1-13)

Dear brethren,  after  we have heard the thoughts of the brothers on the subject of "Watching and being
ready", let us take a closer look at the parable of the ten virgins. 

After reading the parable, let's see what the wedding custom of that time was. Then, we will analyze and
classify the symbols and draw lessons for us. So let us read the parable first.

The parable of the ten virgins
1“At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to
meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish and five were wise. 3The foolish ones took their
lamps but did not take any oil with them. 4The wise ones, however, took oil in jars along with their
lamps. 5The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep. 6“At
midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’ 7“Then all the virgins
woke up and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our
lamps are going out.’ 9“ ‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go
to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.’ 10“But while they were on their way to buy the oil,
the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And
the door was shut. 11“Later the others also came. ‘Lord, Lord,’ they said, ‘open the door for us!’
12“But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I don’t know you.’13“Therefore keep watch, because you do not
know the day or the hour.”

The wedding custom
In the parable we learn what the custom was at that time at a wedding. Due to the high temperatures during
the day, it was in the evening which could last until late at night. At a wedding it was the custom that the
bride  waited  in  the  parental  house together  with  the  bridesmaids,  for  the  groom to  arrive.  In  villages,
everyone  was  informed  that  a  wedding  was  and  when  the  residents  and  neighbors  noticed  that  the
bridegroom was entering the village, the news was quickly passed on and eventually reached the bride. She
now set out to meet her bridegroom and to receive him. Everyone went to the groom's house, where the feast
was to take place. 
The lamps were used to light the way outside, so that it was easier to walk in the dark. They were relatively
small and had a hole at the top for pouring oil. In the front was the wick, which was filled with the oil in the
lamp and burned, similar to a candle. One had to make sure that there was enough oil in the lamp during a
long use of it  For this  purpose,  there was a separate refill  vessel,  in which there was a relatively large
amount of oil. From time to time it was also necessary to remove the charred wick, so that the flame could
continue to burn well and shine brightly. In the parable this is called "decorating the lamp".
As with other parables, Jesus chose familiar things, everyday events or customs. Since the disciples and
people were well acquainted with them, they could understand and remember a parable easier.

Symbols
We notice many symbols that seem to fit naturally into the events of the parable. If we look at them more
closely, enumerate them and try to order them, we can divide them into the following categories:
- persons



- actions
- objects
- events or times and
- adjectives or states

The following  persons are presented to us: First of all,  the ten virgins, who in the following verse are
divided into five foolish and five wise. Then follows the bridegroom in verse five and in verse nine the
sellers.

Associated with these people are the following actions: taking, going out, go out to meet, wait, sleep, see,
get up, adorn, give, go out, buy, come, enter, shut, open, answer, speak, know, watch and understand. 
Notice that going out and going out to meet, appears both in verse one and in verse six, as part of the cry.

Adjectives or states are also associated with the persons; they are: foolish, wise, sleepy and ready.

As objects occur: the lamps, the oil, the vessels, the door. And last there are the events or times: Midnight,
crying, wedding, day and hour.

Lessons
Overview

Obviously we can state that the actions of the five wise virgins were good. On the one hand, they are
described as prudent or wise and on the other hand, they also act accordingly and so reach their goal: The
wedding.

At the same time, we must also consider the foolish virgins, whose role in the parable seems to be to act in a
negative way. They have the same motivation as the wise ones, but they have forgotten something and have
to get it first - in other words, they have to take a detour. In the meantime, their goal literally closes and they
cannot participate in the wedding. 

It is therefore obvious to make a comparison between the wise and the foolish virgins and to look more
closely at what they do or do not do and in what way.

As mentioned earlier, there are similarities between the virgins:
- At the beginning, both take their lamps, go out to meet the bridegroom (verse 1).
- They both sleep while waiting for the bridegroom (verse 5).
- They decorate their lamps after being awakened by the crying (verse 7). 

The following differences stand out:
- The wise take oil in their vessels - the foolish do not.
- The foolish ask for oil from the wise - but they refuse.
- The wise were ready to go to the wedding and made sure they could arrive there. - The foolish had to go to
the vendors first to buy oil and could only then continue their way to the wedding.
- The wise can enter the wedding. - The door is closed for the foolish and they are not recognized.

If we look only at the content, we see that the course of action of the wise virgins was correct and led them
to the goal. The listeners of the Parable are indirectly promted to act as they did. So the strong exhortation



of Jesus in verse 13 is "Watch therefore! For you know neither the day nor the hour". So let us see what we
can learn from wise virgins.

Application of the symbols and pictures

Let's look at the symbols and pictures a little closer.

Virgins are a symbol of purity. Those who are justified by believing in the blood of Jesus are considered
"pure" or "without sin" by God, even though they are not while in the flesh.

"Ye are clean already because of the word which I have spoken unto you." - John 15:3
"And every one that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as that one is pure." - 1 John 3:3

They long to be at Jesus' side forever. Just like the virgin who longed to be a Bride for her Bridegroom
(Revelation 18:23; 21:2, 9).

The  bridegroom,  then,  represents  Jesus.  The  path  that  the  virgins  walk  is  the  narrow  way,  that  is,
consecration, with the goal of becoming His bride, The Chosen or The Little Flock:

"Put  on  now  as  God's  chosen  ones,  as  saints  and  beloved:  heartfelt  compassion,  kindness,  humility,
gentleness, longsuffering!" - Colossians 3:12
"Do not be afraid, little flock! For it has pleased your Father, to give you the kingdom." - Luke 12:32

Oil plays a central role in the parable. It enables the wise virgins to find their way to the bridegroom and to
arrive at the wedding. In the past it was also used as an anointing oil, to cleanse or to install kings:

"Then Samuel took a flask of olive oil and poured it on Saul’s head and kissed him, saying, “Has not the
Lord anointed you ruler over his inheritance - 1 Samuel 10:1

It is a sign that the anointed one is accepted for a specific task and is sanctified. We read this about the
consecration of Aaron to serve as high priest in Lev. 8:12:

"He poured some of the anointing oil on Aaron’s head and anointed him to consecrate him.”

In  the  parable,  the  virgins  have  the  oil  with  them.  As  already  said,  they  represent  those  whom  God
considered and accepted as His children:

“So that you may become blameless and pure, “children of God without fault in a warped and crooked
generation.” Then you will shine among them like stars in the sky” – Phil 2:15

He gives  to  them the  Holy  Spirit  -  the  oil  -  with  which  each  one  is  anointed.  This  Holy Spirit  gives
understanding about God, and everything that is connected with His plan and His truth:

"For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are sons of God." - Romans 8:14

In the parable, the oil serves to show the way to the bridegroom and the wedding. Therefore, it especially
represents  here  the  understanding  about  the  teaching  of  the  second Presence  of  Jesus.  Brother  Russell
comments: "All these virgins had the Bible and some light of it; but only those who possessed the spirit of
truth in their hearts in sufficient quantity, would be able to persevere. For the others, the lamp would cease



to burn. They would no longer be able to follow and appreciate and apply the Bible prophecies concerning
the return of Christ. Reprint 5523:252

The  parable  also  teaches  us  that  God's  holy  spirit  in  general,  and  in  particular  here  concerning  the
understanding of the second presence, is not something that one can give to another, like a piece of bread.
As I said, it is from God who is in the parable a vendor and then it has to be used:

“… God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. (Rom
5:5)

The foolish virgins, however, did not have enough of it and asked the wise virgins for it, who refused. They
did not have enough understanding about the second Presence, since they did not have enough oil for the
way - the way that would take them to the Bridegroom who has arrived! 
Brother Russell writes: "There is, however, only one way to receive the Holy Spirit, and that is from the
Lord himself and on His own terms. In order to receive a fresh supply of oil, we must take good heed to our
covenant with the Lord and to our zeal for Him and for the truth, to our faithfulness to the principles of
righteousness. This costs something in time and study. It costs perhaps something in neglecting the things of
this life. It means renouncing wealth and fame. It means living close with God.
This is the price of the precious oil that gives light to those who want it. Therefore, the wise virgins declared
in no petty spirit, to have enough oil of the Holy Spirit for themselves. They advised their brethren who had
a lack to go to God, who gives abundantly, and to seek the oil through obedience to his Word, by searching
the Scriptures, and by following the Master's guidance on the narrow way." - Reprint 5523:252

So everyone must be filled with the Holy Spirit himself. Everyone needs his own supply of truth, the spirit
of consecration and holiness. The decorating of the lamps shows very beautifully how the word of God is
searched with this supply and how the light of truth thus allowing the light of truth to shine. This leads to the
understanding of God's plan and in this parable to the understanding of the second presence of the Lord.

Here the vessels that contained the oil also play an important role. Only the wise Virgins had them. Only
they were able to refill the lamps with oil in order to know the way and to reach the goal. This vessel
distinguishes the foolish from the wise virgins:

“For this is the will of God, even your sanctification, that ye should abstain from fornication: That every one
of you should know how to possess his vessel in sanctification and honor” (Thes. 4:3-4)

“If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honor, sanctified, and meet for the
master's use, and prepared unto every good work.” (2. Tim. 2:21)

It seems to be about a complete consecration, which enables, with the help of the Holy Spirit the light of
truth and to receive blessings from it (see Vol. 3, p. 80).

Another interesting element in the parable is the sleep into which all the virgins fall.  Although they are
waiting for the bridegroom, it seems as if he will not come. They seem to forget him, fall asleep and dream.
This reminds us of the prophecy of Habakkuk 2:3:

“For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for
it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry.”



The parable draws our attention to a delay in the expectation of the second presence of our Lord. We are
familiar with the movement around William Miller, who set a specific date for the Lord's return. Since it
was not correct there arose in great disappointment in the movement and other doctrines were developed
regarding the second presence of the Lord, which the followers of the movement still believe today. 

Brother Russell writes about this:
“The disappointment  of  the  year  1844 is  briefly  told  in  the  parable  by the statement:  'The bridegroom
delays'. He seemed to delay to those who were waiting. The confusion and darkness that came over all, and
the manifold, and imaginary visions, which had been held by some of the people who had experienced the
disappointment of that time is represented in the parable with the words: 'But when the bridegroom tarried 
they all became sleepy and fell asleep.' Yes, and in their darkness and in their their sleep, many of them
dreamed strange, unreasonable things." - Scripture Studies, Vol. 3, p. 80

Thank God, that was not the end of it and He allowed the cry of the parable. We know that brother Russell
recognized the doctrine of the second presence of the Lord and put a lot of energy and money into spreading
it. All those who heard this teaching and accepted it, or accept it in our time, follow the cry of the parable. 

About this we read in the Volumes, Vol. 3, pp. 80f...:
"At the first [movement] the lamps of all the virgins burned, and the multitude that awaited the bridegroom
was mixed; whereas the second [movement], though it stirred up all, yet led only those who have the spirit
of truth in their hearts and an understanding of the Bible (who had a prepared lamp). [...] It was still very
early in the morning of the new age, it was even still 'midnight' as far as the deep sleep of the virgins was
concerned, when the call rang out: 'Behold the Bridegroom! [...] - Behold, he has come, and we now live 'in
the (Parousia) Presence of the Son of Man'. And this was special for the present movement, from that time
until now, - it  was a proclamation of the presence of the Lord and of the work now in progress for the
Kingdom."

Our main focus in considering the parable is what it means to be ready. In short, I think that everything we
considered belongs to that – all what the wise virgins did.

The word “to be ready” in Greek is hetoimos and it means fit,  ready. This gives the sense of a certain
condition  that  has  been  worked  out  and  has  to  exist.  So,  in  summary,  with  the  understanding  of  the
examined pictures, we want to see what condition must be present in order to be considered as ready (to be
ready) for the bridegroom!

Summary

- The foundation is the acceptance of Jesus, more precisely of his sacrifice for all people and especially for
us - so we hope to take advantage of it first.
- The next step is the consecration, a complete consecration, and the walking on the narrow way.
- If this is done sincerely, then we receive the Holy Spirit from God as a Help for understanding.
- This understanding leads us to recognize and understand the teaching of the Second Presence. 
- Through this we also gain knowledge of the history of the movements around Miller and Russell.
- This enables the realization that there is a delay in the expectation of the second present and at the same
time the realization that our Lord is now present. 
- This should lead us to continue to search God's Word and to study so as not to depart from this teaching
that is known to be true for us. 



This is what our Lord exhorts us to do in the parable when he says that we should watch and not sleep. He
will be present at the time God (and not man) has appointed - and I think he already is. 

He will make all the necessary preparations and after that, if we are faithful in the described way in the
parable, he will receive us as His Bride.


